
Kathy and I never met Ralph and Arlene Peterson, the couple after whom the Peterson Fund at 
Messiah Lutheran Church is named. Sometime in mid-1994 a gift from their estate came to the 
church. The letter that accompanied the check explained that the amount was one-sixteenth of 
their estate. As stewards of everything God had given them to manage in this life, they had 
carefully planned to provide this substantial gift for the future good of Messiah and its 
ministries.

It was an excellent gift. The Petersons asked that it be used for capital improvements. Ralph had 
been a long-standing member of the building committee and knew the need. It was his passion.

The Peterson Fund still exists today, 23 years later. The balance is not where it started. It was 
after all a gift to be used. But I wonder if Ralph and Arlene would be pleased with the immense 
good their gift has accomplished for more than two decades.

I reminisce about the Petersons because they planned to give a gift to the church from their 
accumulated wealth. They came to understand that their financial stewardship included 
everything. It is the kind of thinking Kathy and I have begun in our own lives and invite you to 
consider as well. We are asking ourselves, “How are we stewards in every way for the future of 
this congregation and its ministries and how can we help make this happen as we consider all 
that we have accumulated over the years?”

We invite you to contemplate what a planned gift for the future good and growth of Messiah 
might look like from all that God has given you to manage and enjoy. The possibilities are as 
limitless as our imaginations. When it comes to the mechanics for planning such a gift, there are 
several resource people from within the congregation who can help. I would like to be the first 
and would be delighted to visit with you in your home to start the conversation and assist in 
making those connections. We, like the Petersons, can celebrate that all of us are learning and 
living in gratitude.

Yours in Christ,

Prs. Peter & Kathleen Braafladt
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I will give thanks to
the Lord with my

whole heart. - Ps 9:1


