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Biannual Report of Messiah Lutheran Church to the Congregation
Sunday, June 5, 2022
Agenda
1. Call to Order/Welcome .......................................................................... Tim Dahlin, President
2. Opening Prayer ................................................................................................................Pastor
3. Approval of Minutes of February 6, 2022 Meeting ............................... Tim Dahlin, President
4. Introduction & Installation of CLT Members and Officers ................... Pastor Peter Braafladt
5. Financial Report ................................................................................................. Mark Roskopf
6. Presentation/Adoption of 2022-2023 Operating Budgets .................................. Mark Roskopf
7. Staff Reports ................................................................................................. Members of Staff
8. Budget Ballot Report ............................................................................. Tim Dahlin, President
9. Church Leadership Team Report ........................................................... Tim Dahlin, President
10. Pastors’ Report .................................................................... Pastors Peter and Kathy Braafladt
11. Pastoral Transition Report .................................................................................... Mike Odren
12. Adjournment .......................................................................................... Tim Dahlin, President
13. Closing Prayer ..................................................................................................................Pastor

Church Leadership Team 2022-2023
Executive Officers
President
Rob Ramer
Vice President
Theresa Zimmer
Secretary
Treasurer
Financial Secretary

Tim Dahlin
Mark Roskopf
Doug Ruecker

Members at Large
Megan Dilitto
Tracy Neuhauser
Gayle Heim
Tracey Viall
Joe Marvin
Carie Wright

Terms ending May, 2023
Joe Marvin (2nd term)
Theresa Zimmer (2nd term)
Rob Ramer (1st term)
Carie Wright (1st term)
Terms ending May, 2025
Megan Dilitto (1st term)
Tracy Neuhuaser (1st term)

Terms ending May, 2024
Tim Dahlin (2nd term)
Gayle Heim (1st term)
Tracey Viall (2nd term)
Mark Roskopf – treasurer, appointed
Doug Ruecker – fin. sec., appointed

Nominating Committee – 2022
Ron Klump
Beth Ludvigsen

Endowment Committee
Term Ending
Janet Borst May 2024 (2nd term)
Robert Perier
Steve Friebel May 2023 (2nd term)
Hope Quinn
st
Scott Middelstadt May 2024 (1 term)
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Term Ending
May 2023 (2nd term)
May 2024 (1st term)

Messiah Lutheran Church Semi-Annual Meeting Minutes
February 6, 2022
Call to Order:
Tim Dahlin called the meeting to order at 12:09pm and Pastor Kathy Braafladt opened with prayer.
Tim Dahlin presided over the meeting.
There were 78 members present which meets the quorum requirement.
Congregational Meeting Minutes Approval:
The prior congregational meeting minutes of June 2021 were moved, seconded and approved.
Introduction of Nominating Committee:
Installation of New CLT Officers and Nominating Committee:
The installation of the CLT were installed and include the following members:
Tim Dahlin, Theresa Zimmer, Mark Roskopf, Doug Ruecker, Gayle Heim, Joe Marvin, Rob Ramer,
Tracey Viall, Carie Wright, Tracy Neuhauser and Megan Dilitto.
The installation of new Nominating Committee members includes the following members:
Ron Klump and Beth Ludvigsen.
Reports:

- Church Leadership Team:
- Tim Dahlin shared that due to generous giving and hard work of Messiah staff, we continue to
have a balanced budget. The PPP loans have also helped with maintaining budgets. Tim also
shared that Messiah’s support to the local schools has been greatly appreciated.

- We continue to work on installing security upgrades to the main campus.
- Endowment grant of $12,000 is for a proposal for the church website (preschool, Messiah
campuses and Jubilee)

- Financial Secretary:
- Doug Ruecker reported that income is starting to level off.
- Congregation contributions are about 3% lower as compared to 2020.
- Jubilee Collective continues to receive funds.
- Food on the Fourth received $15,758 in addition to food gifts.
- Capital Campaign:
- Total received: $671,882 (including donation and grants).
- Expenditures: $526,329
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- Treasurer: Mark shared the proposed budget as follows.
- Messiah is in a strong financial position as well as unspent PPP funds. Largest impact to the
budget is the state minimum wage and sick leave increase. This has affected Messiah’s internal
wage equity structure, which the personnel committee and the CLT has and will continue to
address.
- Budget includes wages, FICA
- Jubilee Collective: Jae shared about Jubilee activities including meeting on on-line, as well as
ministering to local communities such as Martha’s Pantry.
- Pastoral Transition Plan:
- Tim shared that Messiah will not have a pastoral intern next year during the pastoral transition
period.
- Tim also shared a PowerPoint showing basic guidelines/procedures during the Pastoral
Transition including Celebrating Kathy and Peter’s Retirement, and then the congregation
developing a Mission Site Profile, a Pastoral Search/Call and then Welcoming the new Pastor/s
Closing Prayer:
A motion was made, seconded and passed to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at
12:50 pm and closed with prayer by Pastor Peter.

Respectfully submitted,
Beth Ludvigsen
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Pastors’ Report
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Jeremiah 29:11
“When I was a boy, I would often find a rock or a can to kick along as I walked home from school to pass the
time. After spending some time with my head down in concentration on that rock, I would look up and be
surprised at how far I had actually traveled.
“Our work in the church is much like this. I especially think this true of the last year at Messiah.
“Many people have had their proverbial axes to the grindstone, making things move forward. They were
focused and did their best. Our Annual Report and Annual Meeting give us the much-needed opportunity to
stop a moment and look up. I think you will see a journey—at times over paths never before traversed and
without a clear map to guide the way—taken together in the path of faith. I think you will be surprised at how
important your individual contributions and ministries were to the journey Messiah Lutheran Church took
this year.”
So began our ministry at Messiah. Peter wrote the words above four months into our call here for the January
1995 Meeting of the Congregation. We were surprised at how fitting they feel for our final Pastors’ Report. As
we looked over that first report, now nearly 28 years old, we noticed the names of the beloved saints who had
held Messiah together through a tumultuous time before our arrival. Their steadfast love of God and their
confidence in the faith that God was leading them into a bright future was what first attracted us to Messiah.
There aren’t words to adequately express the privilege it has been for 28 years to build on the work and firm
foundation laid down by former pastors and parishioners. And there certainly aren’t enough pages in this
bulletin of reports to begin to recount the highs and lows, the joys and sorrows, the milestones and
experiments that have defined the chapters in which we got to participate in Messiah’s storied history. That
said, those accounts pale in comparison to the relationships we’ve been honored to have with all the saints
who have passed through this community to their heavenly homes, those who have moved away, and those
who still walk these halls, or meet in a winery, or very intentionally reach out to the LGBTQIA+ and other
marginalized people through Jubilee Collective—all of whom call this community their home. When we think
of the privilege it has been to walk with you through nearly three decades of your lives, we are overwhelmed
with gratitude for this opportunity to serve.
And you have not only shared your lives and generosity with us, each other, and the greater Vancouver
community. Through your selflessness and gifts for teaching, learning, and encouraging, you have touched the
lives of thousands of others as pastoral and summer interns from Messiah have carried what is best about this
congregation across the country and the world to other faith communities. Their names and whereabouts are
listed as an addendum to our report.
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This year we also have a new seminary student, Alex Claire, at the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago.
Alex came to Messiah through Jubilee Collective which is now her “home” congregation for their candidacy to
become an ELCA pastor through the SWWA Synod. Messiah is providing Alex with financial support.
To us, the days now feel like spring has begun to shoot the first rays of hope through the pandemic’s concrete
façade. Many are making their way back to in-person gatherings and worship as we continue to maintain
online opportunities. And much of Messiah ministry is taking us beyond the literal walls of the Hazel Dell
campus. You have found your way into being a hybrid church where future opportunities for worship, Bible
study, and small groups will continue to thrive within digital formats.
We give our heartfelt thanks to two outstanding groups of leaders, the Church Leadership Team and the staff.
They have weathered the trials and challenges of making decisions over terrain “never before traversed and
without a clear map to guide the way.” They have relied on God to lead and sustain them in this work. It’s
been our honor to work alongside them.
There will be more thanks and gratitude from us in the months to come as we wrap up our time here at
Messiah, as well as our careers as ordained ministers of Word and Sacrament. We know that the God who has
been at the center of this community’s worship and helm, will soon bring forth pastoral leadership that will
build a new chapter and new growth on the rich bed of soil that is Messiah. It is a soil composed of people
with steadfast love of God and the confidence that God will lead them into a bright future. We look forward to
watching what God will do in your midst.
God’s blessings to you all,
Pastors Peter and Kathy Braafladt

----

Pastoral Interns (11)
2012-13 - Andrew Suhr, Lead Pastor, Christ Church (ELCA), Mequon, WI
2013-14 - Joe Natwick, Pastor, Bethel LC, Windsor, CO
2014-15 - Ben & Kristen Eisele, Associate Pastors, Farmington LC, Farmington, MN
2015-16 - Allison Siburg, Pastor, Salem LC, Fontanelle, NE
2016-17 - Mary Beenken, Pastor, Grace and Peace LC, Peoria Heights, IL
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2017-18 - Ryan Dockery, Mission Developer Pastor, Celebration LC, Cypress, TX
2018-19 - Joel Hinck, Mission Developer Pastor, Holy Cross LC, Overland Park, KS
2019-20 - Taran Denning, Associate Pastor, St. Luke LC, Spokane, WA
2020-21 - Maggie Westaby, graduating with M.Div., Luther Seminary 2022
2021-22 - Katie Hendrikson, graduating with M.Div. Luther Seminary 2022

Summer Interns (16)
2005 – Seth Novak, Pastor, Agnus Dei, LC, Gig Harbor, WA
Kyle Witek, Pastor, Beaver Dam campus of Edgewood Community Ch., WI
2006 – Rachel Line, Administrative Asst. to the Bishop of the Pacifica Synod of the ELCA
2007 – Paul Kacynski, Mission Developer Pastor, Roots of the Table, Renton, WA
2008 – Jayson Nicholson, Pastor, Our Savior’s LC, Laurel, MT
2009 – Ben Hogue, Associate Pastor, LC of the Reformation, Washington D.C.
Rachael Manzo, Principal at Mary Immaculate Queen School, Lemoore, CA
2010 – Kevin Beebe, Pastor, Spirit Alive LC, Kenosha, WI
Caitlyn Melillo, Chaplain, Seattle Children’s Hospital, Seattle, WA
2015 – Katie Molyneux-Reinmuth, childcare provider at Pacific Park Children’s Center, Spokane
2016 – Austin Krohnke, Luther Seminary pastoral intern serving Grace LC, Dawson, MN
Miriam Hanson, M.Div. Trinity Seminary; PhD student, Princeton University
2017 – Zach Croonquist, graduated Gustavus Adolphus College, served in the ELCA’s Young
Adults in Global Mission in Belgrade, Serbia, and is headed to Duke Divinity School
Hannah Norem, joint M.Div./Jurisprudence degree student, Wake Forest University
Divinity and Law School
2019 – Ruby Lindgren – BA’s in Theology and German, University of Portland; English Teaching
Assistant at USTA Program in Austria
Riley Reed – M.Div. student, Wartburg Seminary, Dubuque, IA

Messiah also served as the launching congregation for Susan Dollinger, who became an ELCA pastor; Joy
Studer, who serves as a Missioner for the national Godly Play Organization and as a faculty member of the
Grünewald Guild; and Julie Bracken who went through seminary training and the candidacy process to
become a Deacon in the ELCA.
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Jubilee Collective Report 2021-2022
Post Lenny Duncan’s June 5, 2021, Jubilee Collective Semi-Annual 2021 report we held Wednesday
night services and Saturday morning services at the YWCA (outside – parking lot).
August 2021 Lenny stepped down as the Mission Development for Jubilee Collective.
Jubilee Collection continued by way of…
-

Participating in Messiah Lutheran’s Treat Street.

-

2nd Annual Jubilee Collective Saves Halloween – drive thru trick or treat / YWCA , near
downtown Vancouver / October 31, 2021

-

Welcomed Jae Bates as the Intern Pastor / November 2021

-

Meet and Greet at Messiah Lutheran for Intern Pastor Jae Bates / Messiah Lutheran /
November 22, 2021

-

Supporting First Friday Queer/+ BIPOC youth art / Dandelion Teahouse, downtown
Vancouver / December 3, 2021

-

Longest Night Vigil / Esther Short Park – downtown Vancouver / December 20, 2021

-

Lenten Book Study and prepping for Easter celebration / March/April 2022

-

Siblings in Christ Potluck / May, 2022

-

Pride Month Celebration / June, 2022
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Messiah Lutheran Church Leadership Team Report February 2022 – May, 2022
These past months have been a time of more opportunities and changes and challenges for Messiah
Lutheran and the Church Leadership Team (CLT). There have been several positive developments,
for which we praise God. Messiah is blessed to have many dedicated and thoughtful members who
are really the ones doing the hard and necessary work to get things done. Special thanks are due to
our Pastoral and Worship Teams, including Pastoral Intern Katie, Stephen Ministers, members of the
Personnel, Finance, Endowment and Nominating Committees, and all the other members of the
Messiah community who contribute so much to Messiah to make it work, and ask for so little. Very
special thanks and recognition are owed to Director of Finance and Operations Jessica Potts, who has
taken on so much and worn many hats these past months, as we have had to fill gaps in staffing
while continuing with our local ministries and community partnerships.
This Report provides an overview of recent issues and decisions for Messiah Lutheran, as the CLT
endeavors to lead and represent the congregation as Messiah’s governing and policy-making team.


Approved the hiring of new staff positions at Messiah: IT Support: Lael Maddox; Ministry
Associate for the First Third of Life: Tori Beavin; We are hopeful that the Director of Music
position will be filled in the very near future.



Appointment of Pastoral Transition Project Manager (Mike Odren) to facilitate committee
assignments, communications and information-gathering as Messiah works through the
transition process. And thanks to all who have participated in the forums and helped organize
to collect input for the Messiah Ministry Site Profile, which might be completed in the near
future.



Maintaining a balanced budget, thanks to the generous giving of Messiah members, and with
expenses held in check by our resourceful Preschool and Church staff.



Continuing activity in our ministry as a Teaching Congregation: Pastoral Intern Katie
Hendrikson has taken on many roles and projects at Messiah, and will complete her internship
in August.



One Mile Mission continued work to support and connect in creative ways with local schools
and the Family Resource Center, with food boxes, scholarships, and many other contributions
for children and families in need.



Messiah North ministry continues community outreach with contributions to Ridgefield
Family Resource Center.



Ongoing support for Jubilee Collective in that ministry, which continues to serve and connect
with regular community events.



Continuing support for Messiah preschool, in their important work as school and ministry to
young children and their families.
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Approval of multiple grants, recommended by the Endowment Committee, to fund various
needed projects and work: HS Youth, Afghan resettlement, One Mile Mission.



Approved a change in administration of Christian Education funds, to now be handled by the
Endowment Committee.



Approved gifts of appreciation to Messiah Church and Preschool staff, as small tokens of our
thanks for all their hard work, flexibility, and patience during some challenging times.



Approved changes in our security system provider, which we expect will bring improved
capabilities and coordination to security operations. Rob Ramer was instrumental in
contacting providers, negotiating scope of work, and procuring a new contract, and we are
very grateful to Rob for his work in this.



Development of a budget for the new fiscal year, thanks to the work of the Finance Committee.
The CLT approved the presentation of the new budget to the Messiah congregation for a vote.



Elected new CLT officers for the new term beginning in June 2022: Rob Ramer, President;
Theresa Zimmer, Vice President; Tim Dahlin, Secretary.



Appointed Mark Roskopf to continue as Treasurer, and Doug Ruecker as Financial Secretary.

The Church Leadership Team remains committed to Messiah’s mission to build upon Christ as our
foundation in sharing God’s love. There will be more challenges in the future, but also some real
progress has been made these past few months, and we praise God for His hand in all of it.
Respectfully submitted,
Tim Dahlin
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Financial Secretary Annual Report – May 2022
As I mentioned in my report for the February 2022 semi-annual meeting, it appears the
congregation’s total giving to our Operating Fund has leveled off this fiscal year. We have had a
multi-year decline in Operating Fund revenue – caused mainly because of the older demographic of
our membership. However, for the 10 months of this fiscal year ending April 30th, Operating fund
contributions are up slightly over the first 10 months of last fiscal year; $494,785 (21/22) vs $492,051
(20/21). While this revenue is down significantly from where we were a few years ago, it is good
news and it allows the Church Leadership Team to more accurately build a budget for future
operations.
Below is a chart that shows how the number of giving units at Messiah has declined in the last 4
calendar years. For this statistical comparison, a giving unit is one who contributes in excess of $100
per year to the Operating Fund (general giving).

Giving Units* to Messiah's General Fund

Year

#
HH

2018

242

$

758,068

$

3,133

2019

239

$

690,186

$

2,888

2020

198

$

626,128

$

3,162

2021

total $

Average/HH

166 $
594,000
$
3,578
* Household giving exceeds $100/year

Another bit of good news in the world of Messiah’s contributions is the total amount of pledged
giving for the calendar year 2022 is up 2% over last year’s pledges, even though three fewer
households made a pledge.

A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others, will be refreshed. Proverbs 11:25

Doug Ruecker – Financial Secretary
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Financial Secretary Report – Capital Campaign
See What Yes Can Do – 3 year Capital Campaign is complete
In 2018, Messiah Lutheran congregation decided to embark on a 3-year capital campaign to raise
funds for three needed and worthy projects: 1) Building repairs and other capital needs, 2) Debt
Elimination, and 3) Mission Development. Members of the congregation were asked to make
financial pledges to these projects. Contributors could designate their gifts specifically toward one or
more of the projects, or give to the general fund of the campaign. We had hope to raise a minimum
of $770,000.
See What Yes Can Do - Goals
$770,000
Mission Developer

$270,000

Capital Repairs

$300,000

Debt Elimination

$200,000

100 contributors pledged a total of $555,380 toward the campaign. Through the end of April 2022,
87.5% of those pledges were complete ($485,815). Messiah has also received additional non-pledged
contributions from individuals of $149,862 and $44,000 from Church wide support toward Mission
Development.

Funds Received thru 04/30/2022
General $
Designated Building $
Designated Debt $
Designated Mission $
Church Grants to Mission Development $
Total

470,367
85,651
74,260
5,400
44,000
$679,678

As soon as contributions to the Capital Campaign began to accumulate, projects began to take
place. By the end of the first year – Messiah was debt free with the mortgage paid off. Major roof
repairs have been completed to both the main church building and the intern house. The lower level
of the church building has been renovated. Mission Development funds started the Jubilee Collective
community.

- 13 -

Projects Completed thru 12/31/2021

Projects

Roof Repairs- church & intern house
Mortgage Elimination
Mission Development
Sanctuary Cleaning
Lower Level Renovation
Campaign costs
total spent thus far

$ 157,979.70
$ 166,573.61
$ 135,582.01
$
2,646.73
$
24,257.05
$
39,289.71
$ 526,328.81

Money in the bank for future:
Building Capital needs = $60,246
Mission Development = $93,102

Thank you to all who contributed to the campaign. Funds continue to come in for these worthy
projects.
Doug Ruecker, Financial Secretary
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Endowment Committee Report
Members / Term Limit:
Janet Borst / 2024
Steve Friebel / 2023
Scott Middelstadt / 2024
Bob Perier / 2023
Hope Quinn / 2024

These are the requests that were fulfilled for First Quarter:
$1000 Scholarship for one person at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago
$364 Jason Lee Middle School got water bottle stickers
$1,400 Lake Shore Elementary School got money to purchase Buddy Benches
$525 Used to purchase 13 coats for Afghan refugees
--------------------Total $3,289
There is still around $20,00 left this year to disperse. There are quite a few requests pending at this
time as the deadline for Quarter 2 requests ends June 1st. Grant requests that come in by June 1st will
be evaluated by the Endowment Committee on June 4 and qualifying requests will be forwarded to
the Leadership Team for final approval at their meeting, June 7.
Please understand that Grant Requests are competitive and must meet the requirements outlined in
the church’s Constitution.
Interested in requesting money for your cause? Please follow the directions available on the church
website for the Endowment Grant Request Form. Answer all the questions, provide a budget if your
request is over $500 and submit it by email. (Type Endowment into the search box on the home page of the
website and a menu offering the grant request form will appear.)

- 15 -

Messiah North Semi-Annual Report - June 5, 2022
This has been an exciting year for Messiah North! Last May we began worshiping in person again at
Windy Hills Winery, first outdoors in the event tent and then indoors in the fall when the weather
grew chilly. We will start another summer in the event tent this year on May 29 and are excited about
this option we have for summer with lots of open air and summer breezes with birds. Last summer it
just couldn’t have been a coincidence that the wind swayed the tent in the “right” moments of the
Gospel such as Acts 2:2 “...wind came from heaven and filled the house where they were sitting…”
for the Day of Pentecost! God’s special effects are timely!
Messiah North moved inside the winery in the fall and enjoyed many months of a roomy, welcoming
room that feels just like a church building, complete with crosses, and, not as likely, a fireplace! The
room was warm even in winter! Our Windy Winery Hosts make us feel so welcome each and every
Sunday personally and by clearing the room and setting up our altar of wine barrels. We have
enjoyed a very good relationship with owner Dave Kelly and his family.
I want to give special thanks to the team of people who help me set up/takedown, special thanks to
my husband, Todd Dugdale, Meredith Long, Steve Holmberg, Ron Klump, Theresa, Tom, and Daniel
Zimmer, Rod and Beth Ludvigsen, Joey and Trish Strong, Ethan and Olivia Strong, Tony and Dianne
Peterson, Tracy and Sara Neuhauser, Mark and Della Hundley, Willie, Ingrid and Lael Maddox, Tom
and Cathy Haywood, Carie Wright, Merry Jensen, Hope Quinn, and really EVERYONE at Messiah
North who picks up chairs and helps in so many ways. Many comment to me that this large endeavor
of assisting with worship and setup/take down really builds a community and I know this is true.
Food collection continues to benefit Ridgefield Family Resource Center every month.
This spring we took on a big job of distributing door hangers to our neighbors in the vicinity of
Windy Hills, inviting them to worship and the Easter Egg hunt on Easter! We covered 1,000 homes
and could have done twice that many! Easter brought many new visitors to Messiah North and we
welcome new guests each Sunday. Our worship attendance, even during another pandemic year, was
higher than it was when we were worshiping at Tri-Mountain Golf Course and at Heron Ridge. In
fact we had 86 for Easter and not just for the annual Easter Egg Hunt!
In January we had to say goodbye to Charles Reinmuth as our worship leader and temporarily turn
over the reins to Steve Holmberg, who has done a tremendous job leading worship music. We have
been blessed with talented and dedicated musicians and singers.
We look forward to the coming year (our 12th!) with all the blessings that it holds, continuing at
Windy Hills, continuing to worship and serve our Risen Lord.
Julie Backous
Messiah North Site Coordinator
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Pastoral Intern: 2021-2022 Report
Members and Friends of Messiah,
It has been an incredible year joining you in the life and ministries active at Messiah—and thankfully, there’s still a few
more months to go! It has been an honor to be Messiah’s 11 th pastoral intern for the 10th and final year of supervision
under Pastors Kathy and Peter Braafladt. When I first began this internship, I was convinced parish ministry was not for
me. To my own amazement I have discovered, with the help and support of all of you, that parish ministry IS for me!
This year has been unforgettable in more ways than I can name. I have been able to experience nearly every aspect of
ministry and all that is happening within the life at Messiah. I have been welcomed to each and every group here—on my
first day, I was excitedly welcomed by Pastor Kathy’s book group, and the warm welcomes didn’t stop there! As a
student, I’ve engaged in a wealth of learning this year but have also gotten to play ‘teacher’ with numerous groups—from
the adult book groups, to teaching confirmation and high school students, and a personal favorite—leading chapel for our
preschool friends.
I have been a witness to the love, care, and support that Messiah has extended beyond the church walls and into the
community through the One Mile Mission, Food on the Fourth, resettling Afghan refugees, the Preschool Trike-A-Thon,
numerous service projects, and more. There is something really special present in this community that is not always
found in church congregations and I’m so thankful to have experienced it during my time here.
Messiah has seen an intense amount of change and transition this year, and I have had a front row seat to the impacts of
and responses to these challenges. I have learned more administrative tools and skills in the past year than I ever
imagined I’d need as a pastor—from curating job descriptions, running sound and cameras during livestreams, to
creating the weekly worship bulletins, and overseeing the scheduling of our door system—I don’t think much will come
as a surprise to me in my future years as a pastor and I am so thankful for that!
I am especially thankful to all of you that recently supported my internship project on End-of-Life planning. What started
as a dream in a seminary class came to life with the support and participation of almost 90 of you over the course of three
sessions! I appreciate the patience you had, the questions you asked, and the love you showed as we navigated this
education series together. It is my hope to continue this series in whatever ministry context I find myself in and I am
comforted by the thought of the people of Messiah being present in this continued work.
There is not enough room to thank all of the groups, committees, gatherings, coworkers, families, or individuals for all
you have welcomed me to over the course of the year. You have given me room to learn and grow, laugh and cry, ask
questions and be challenged. You have shown me incredible support and confidence in my abilities to lead—something I
will treasure forever.
This year has been an adventure in so many ways and it’s a year I will never forget. As I prepare to wrap up the final
months of my internship, my plan is to return back to Minnesota in August where I’ve accepted a one-year position to
serve as a hospital chaplain at the University of Minnesota Medical Center. During this time, I will also participate in the
first call process.
I send my deepest regrets for not being present with you at this year’s annual meeting of the congregation-- as you read
this report, I will be in Minnesota walking across the graduation stage!
I look forward to all that is to come in these final months and am thankful for all that has been in the prior months.
Peace,
Katie Hendrikson
2021-2022 Pastoral Intern
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PRESCHOOL REPORT
This year, Messiah Lutheran Preschool opened in September operating four in-person classes. As with most
preschools in the area, enrollment was impacted significantly as a result of COVID-19. Enrollment peaked at
45 students, less than half its typical enrollment. Tuition provided revenue to serve the following classes: One
3-year-old Beginner class and three 4-year-old Pre-K classes.
This year’s returning preschool staff consisted of the following individuals:
 Lead Teachers: Cheyenne Leonard, Tina Van Buskirk, KariLynn Bogart, and Jennifer McCollum
 Teaching Assistants: Cathy Haywood, Gina January Parish, Laura Albright and Reta Sollenberger
 Substitutes: Detra Swenson and Cherie Walker
 Preschool Director: Joyce Handran
Pastor Kathy, Pastor Peter and Pastoral Intern Katie Hendrikson alternated as Chapel teachers.
With the assistance of the Preschool Board, the preschool hosted two evening Christmas programs featuring
all four classes. In May, the preschool organized an end-of-year Family Open House where preschool students
and their families enjoyed dinner with classmates, toured their classrooms, and connected with their teachers.
Over the course of the year, Messiah Preschool received endowment grants to replace its refrigerator, purchase
a classroom doormat, and increase security around the playground gates.
During its study of Community Helpers, the preschool invited preschool parents to share the many ways they
contribute to the well-being of our community. The students were fortunate to hear presentations from a local
police officer, firefighter and nutritionist.
In April, Messiah Preschool hosted its seventh Trike-a-thon fundraiser in conjunction with classroom lessons
on riding toy safety. Preschool families and friends donated 100% of the proceeds to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital in the amount of $3,179.
Messiah’s preschool program offers a balanced curriculum of social and academic, age-appropriate prekindergarten skills. The program nurtures our children in active participation in Chapel on a weekly basis. The
Christ-centered, positive, trusting relationships are nurtured and the spiritual growth of these children
strengthens the families as well.
Preschool Advisory Board Members for the 2021-2022 school year were: Steve Hecker, Chairperson; Kristin
Adams-Schmitt, Budget Coordinator; Liz Bailey, Secretary; and preschool parent, Amy Nielson.
On a somber note, Messiah Preschool was saddened to lose longstanding supporter, advocate and friend,
Steve Hecker, in November following a courageous fight against MRSA. Steve served on the Preschool Board
for 14 years and, at the time of his passing, was serving as the Preschool Board Chair-Person. It is largely
because of people like Steve who invested their time, energy and wisdom into the preschool ministry that
Messiah Preschool is what it is today.
Respectfully Submitted,
Joyce Handran, Preschool Director
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Youth and Young Adult Ministries
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13
It has been another interesting year for Youth and Young Adult Ministries, where things aren’t quite back to
“normal”, but it has truly been nice to gather for some in-person activities again. Throughout the year I have
had to pivot to Zoom events at times, but the youth and young adults have been so resilient and willing to go
with the flow. I am hopeful that we will continue to gather together more in the future. I am also thankful for
Tori Beavin, Messiah’s new Ministry Associate for the First Third of Life. She will be able to help foster
Children’s Ministries and support me in youth and young adult ministries as I also have responsibilities as the
Director of Operations and Finance.
Highlights from the 2021-2022 year:


In July and August I led Young Adult Zoom meetings before students went back to school



Confirmation and High School youth group resumed meeting in person on Wednesday evenings. We
have seen consistent participation and the youth enjoy being back in person again.



I organized some fun fellowship events:
o Picnic in the Park
o Youth Urban Walk in downtown Vancouver
o High School Mall Scavenger Hunt
o Middle School and High School Game Nights
o Middle School and High School Painting Night
o Christmas Parties including a very fun and well attended Young Adult Christmas Party at
Intern Pastor Katie’s house
o Pretzel making via Zoom



Treat Street—Outdoors! This was the second year Treat Street was held outside and it was such a fun
event. This year we were able to have kids walk through the route as well as cars drive through the
route depending on comfort level. The volunteers and decorated cars were amazing. Thank you to all
who helped!



I organized multi-generational service projects in Lent.



This year there was an Easter Egg Hunt at Messiah North and the Hazel Dell Campus. We had over 12
middle school and high school volunteers. It was so fun to see the joy on everyone’s faces that morning.



I continued to meet with all of the One Mile Mission schools including the Ridgefield Family Resource
Center, connecting them with volunteers and any needed support.

Respectfully submitted,
Jessica Potts
Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries/Director of Finance and Operations
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Minister of Welcome: 2021-2022 Report
In 2021, from May through December, we accepted 26 new guests who asked to receive Northern
Highlights. One of those guests became a new member. In 2022 we have welcomed 16 new guests to
both campuses.
We are hoping to schedule a new members’ orientation now that we can meet in person again.
All the members are excited by the increasing numbers on Sundays. On May 1st we communed 98
members and guests at Hazel Dell. There were another 46 at Messiah North on that day.
I’ve resumed providing cookies and coffee after the service on Sundays.
Julie Bracken
Minister of Welcome

Facility Coordinator: 2021-2022 Report
The COVID19 pandemic continued to limit utilization of church facilities and normal maintenance
activities. One significant improvement this year was a complete replacement of overhead lights in
the gym.
We received the following from the Clark County Fire Marshall’s office on Wednesday April 22, 2022
regarding our annual fire inspection: “Congratulations your Fire & Life Safety Inspection has
satisfactorily been completed and no violations were noted. The Clark County Fire Marshal’s office
would like to thank you for making fire safety a priority.”
The following maintenance projects were completed during the reporting period:







Repair of winter collision damage to the
Preschool entrance
Pressure washing of the church
courtyard
Distribution of wood chips on the
Preschool play area
Painting of the Intern House





Weed/debris removal from curbing
around the parking lots
Storm damage cleanup of all parking
lots
Repair of the preschool fences
Renovated the Intern House Backyard

The following safety/operating inspections were completed with satisfactory results:







Fire/life/safety inspection
Fire extinguisher inspection
Fire sprinkler inspection

By-pass valve inspection
Elevator inspection

Thanks to all the volunteers who assisted me throughout the year.
Dave Moore, Facility Coordinator
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Food on the 4th Annual Report June 2022
With the return to in-person worship, Food on the 4th has been returning to its pre-pandemic format
in that bags of food are once again being placed around the altar to be blessed on the fourth Sunday
of each month. However, one new and important aspect of our food ministry evolved during the
pandemic. With our congregation worshipping at home, significant designated offerings were given
to provide money for the Neighbors Helping Neighbors Food Bank in Ridgefield and for the Lewis
River Mobile Food Bank in LaCenter to purchase needed food. That practice has continued
throughout 2022.
From June of 2021 until May of 2022, $9,999 was given to this ministry and 3,838 pounds of food were
provided. Each month one food bank is selected to receive the donated food items. Then the cash
donations are divided equally between the two food banks, and checks are sent to each of them to
purchase their needed food items.
In February, we had a special collection of ethnic food items for the newly arriving Afghan refugees
who were sponsored by Lutheran Family Services.
With the current economic conditions and pressures of inflation, we know that there will continue to
be a need for food banks to provide for those in our community who face food shortages. Thank you
to all of you who continue to generously support Food on the Fourth! You are a blessing to others.
If you are interested in being a part of the group who meet once a month to sort and distribute the
collected food, please contact Dave and Lynne Radke, 360-573-5641 for more information.
Submitted by Dave and Lynne Radke
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One Mile Mission
One Mile Mission: That every child age 0 – 18 living or attending school within one mile of Messiah
Lutheran Church campuses would have everything that they need to learn and thrive.
“for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed
me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the
righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something
to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it
that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one
of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” Matthew 25:35-40

Messiah’s partnership with the One Mile Mission schools continued to be strong this year. Volunteer
opportunities were not available within the schools until the last few months of school, but donations
and financial support has remained strong all year. One of the common themes we heard from
administrators was how much of a toil the last few years has taken on teachers. Because of this
feedback, one of the new things we did this year was to provide treats and thank you notes to the
staff at many of the schools. Some area businesses such as Dutch Bros, Crumbl and Seize the Bagel
partnered with Messiah in this endeavor. Thank you for sharing Christ’s love into the community.
Just a few of the One Mile Mission connections this year:
 Donated sweatpants, t-shirts and shoes for Eisenhower Elementary and beanies and
sweatshirts to Columbia River High School
 Ongoing snack and toiletry support at all of the schools. Messiah North and Messiah Yoga
participants regularly donate food and toiletries specifically for the Ridgefield Family
Resource Center (RFRC)
 Quilts to Eisenhower, RFRC and Educational Opportunities for Children and Families at Hazel
Dell Elementary
 Thanksgiving food boxes for Jason Lee Middle School, 20 Lake Shore Families and Columbia
River students
 Provided gift cards for local grocery and gas to all of the OMM Schools and RFRC
 At Christmas, collected items for RFRC “Shop for Family Member” event
 Volunteers were able to be back in the schools including Messiah volunteers at Jason Lee
helping lead crafts at Club Greatness and also with hearing and vision testing, Kindergarten
readers at Eisenhower, weeding at Lake Shore Elementary and Messiah members sit on the
Judy Herkert Scholarship Interview team for Columbia River.
 Volunteers are working on a butterfly garden project at Lake Shore
 Thank you to Endowment Grants that provided two “Buddy Benches” at Lake Shore and
student incentive water bottle stickers
 On June 10, Messiah will be providing food for the Columbia River Graduate Breakfast,
volunteers will be leading crafts at Club Greatness at Jason Lee and helping with an end of the
year dance at Eisenhower.
Respectfully submitted,
Jessica Potts
- 22 -

Christ Bearer: 2021-2022 Report
Christ Bearers is an extension of the caring ministries at Messiah. Typically a team of one or two people
visit a member or friend of the church who is no longer able to attend worship, bringing them the
elements of communion.
At the beginning of the pandemic, we changed our method of service to contact only, by cards or phone
calls. Personal visitations, reinstated in May, 2021, have been sporadically dotted with lockdowns. We
had a tough year, losing almost half of the people we have been serving. We now have 6 people serving
8 recipients.
Anyone who would like to serve in this fulfilling capacity, or who knows of a potential recipient, can
contact the office, one of the pastors, or Kathy Hoffman.
Kathy Hoffman
Christ Bearer Coordinator
kateh@pacifier.com

Messiah Quilters: 2021-2022 Report
Generous donations of appropriate fabrics, batting financed through the Carl Ahrens Memorial Fund,
and the work of a small group of women meeting each Tuesday morning produced quilts for
Lutheran World Relief this year. 61 quilts were taken to the LWR Ingathering in Fall 2021 and 58 in
Spring 2022.
Three rooms in the basement of the Sunday School wing allow plenty of space for fabric storage,
‘sandwiching’ the pieced tops, batting, and bottoms, tying, and machine sewing the borders. There is
a job for everyone, no experience needed.
New workers are always welcome!
Lisa Ruecker
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Stephen Ministry Report
May 2022
Mission Statement: Stephen Ministry is a Christ-centered, one-on-one, confidential arm of the caring
ministries at Messiah Lutheran Church. Stephen ministers are lay people, called and trained to be
active, loving listeners who walk alongside hurting individuals.
Messiah currently has seven active, trained, Stephen ministers, who meet regularly with a care
receiver who may be grieving, lonely, hospitalized or facing a challenging time. They are supervised
by trained Stephen Leaders under the pastoral care of Pastor Kathy. Current Stephen ministers are
Dianne Dawson, Cathy Haywood, Nancy Hepp, Ginny Johnson, Jim Lassanske, Marilyn Mattson,
and Richard Vaughn. Julie Backous has been on sabbatical this year.
Ron Klump spent 25 hours receiving on-line training as a Stephen Leader this spring. He was
installed as a Stephen Leader at Messiah on May 15th. Cathy Haywood took 5 hours of on-line
continuing education.
The Coronavirus outbreak complicated this ministry. Some face to face meetings took place while
other ministry took place by telephone or e-mail. Stephen ministers have held supervision and
continuing education meetings via Zoom three times each month. Our last continuing education
meeting took place in person at Messiah.
From June 1, 2021 through May 2022 Stephen ministers at Messiah:
• Have spent about 105 hours with four care receivers.
• Have met three times a month for support, supervision, and continuing education.
• Have planned and sponsored an online Comfort and Hope worship service for those grieving
during the holiday season
• Have provided a series of four “Journeying through Grief” booklets to individuals who have
experienced a loss.- 24 - Continuing education sessions this year included:
• Rereading Speaking the Truth in Love by Ruth N. Koch and Kenneth C. Haugk.
Referrals for Stephen Ministry should come to Dianne Dawson at diannedawson1@comcast.net
I give you a new command: “Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are also to love one another. By
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
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Juvenile Jail Pizza
Matthew 25:36 clearly directs us to take care of those in jail. It does not say anything about not doing
so even if we find ourselves in a pandemic.
The Juvenile Jail Pizza Ministry has remained alive and well during the pandemic. During the
pandemic, pizzas, sodas, Chips Ahoy and Werther’s Caramels have been delivered monthly to the
young people at the Clark County Juvenile Jail.
Prior to the pandemic, there were between 10 and 20 young clients who participated in this monthly
event. Since April of 2020, the average number of participants has typically been between 2 and 8
clients.
The delivery process has been a bit more complicated during this pandemic. On the first Thursday of
every month I contact the staff at the Juvenile Jail for a client count. I then phone in the pizza order to
Domino’s and they deliver the pizzas to the jail at 4:30 PM. I purchase the sodas, Chips Ahoy and
Werther’s and deliver them to the lobby of the jail before 4 PM.
The greatest difficulty this past year is that we have been unable to visit with these young people due
to the COVID-19 protocols that have been implemented. A few times this year I have included a brief
note for the clients and the detention staff just to let them know that we miss seeing all of them and
that we hope that all is going well for everyone. We are certainly looking forward to being able to
visit them in person when the pandemic is FINALLY done.

Steve Friebel
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