
A Message from Prs. Peter and Kathy 
 

Thank you for your financial support of the mission and 
ministries of Messiah Lutheran Church in 2017. Messiah’s 
ministries are strong and healthy because people like you are 
leaning into the call to live in gratitude for all of what God has 
entrusted to them. We are confident of your appreciation for 
how gratefulness and giving are inextricably linked in God’s 
grace filled economy. 
 
We all have so many things for which we can be grateful: loving family members, good friends, 
laughter, freedom, morning coffee, good health, modern medicine, favorite teachers, pets, really 
good co-workers, all the colors of the world, being a parent or grandparent, craft beer or 
excellent wine, a supportive church, sibling bonds, clean water, cheering for your team, the first 
signs of a new season, whacky family traditions, hot showers, being understood, a good night’s 
rest, sunsets, hiking trails, the servant’s high after working for others, music that gives you 
goose bumps, vaccines, an internet connection, and your other half, to name just a few. In 
addition, we Christians live with the confidence that we are always being made new (Rev. 21:5), 
that not even death will defeat those who are in Christ. 
 
As a congregation, we also have much to celebrate and for which to give thanks. For example … 

• the doors of our local schools that have flung open for Messiah’s One Mile Mission, and 
how this vision for our ministry is blossoming in ways beyond our wildest imagination—
school administrators and teachers are contacting us for the service we can render!; 
 

• the congregation’s discernment process through which the Holy Spirit is moving 
Messiah’s ministries in new directions as we adapt to being Christ’s body in a post-
Christendom world; and 

 

• another delightful year of loving and learning with pastoral and summer college interns. 
 
Deuteronomy 8:18 tells us that 100% of all we have has been entrusted to us by God, even our 
power to create and manage wealth. As you consider your 2018 financial support of the 
congregation, we invite you not to ask, “How much of my money should I give to God?” but 
rather to wonder, “How much of the money under my management can I gratefully return to God 
the sake of God’s world through the work of God’s Church?” We further encourage you to 
ponder why God has given you faith and financial capacity as one of God’s stewards. As you 
pray about these questions and consider all for which you are grateful, we trust that God will 
move you to a level of living in gratitude that will assuredly glorify the Lord. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 


