
John and I were fortunate to have been raised in loving, Christian families. My mother had 
strong feelings and expectations that our limited funds were to be spent this way: 10 % for 
church, 10% to save for the future, 80% to spend wisely. 

Use of finances was important to our family especially 
as so many situations can be improved with cash. John 
and I adopted these principles and found them to be 
sound. In 1996 we honored the memory of our parents 
by establishing an Endowment Fund in their names at 
Pacific Lutheran University.  We have been blessed by 
receiving notes of appreciation from students who 
have benefitted by this Endowment.

The work of Lutheran World Relief and of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America has 
been close to our hearts. Our gifts have aided people worldwide in times of disaster. My 
Tanzanian adventure in 2007 with 18 Lutheran women assured me that, yes, John and I chose 
wisely in supporting Lutheran endeavors helping to raise the standard of living in areas of great 
need. The empowerment of women in rural villages was an inspiration to observe.

Family values continue with our three children as they support children in Africa, visit and 
assist orphanages, also in Africa, work to help others to be mindful of the needs (not ‘wants’) of 
those in poverty and illness. I’m confident that they all have put their wishes for the disposition 
of assets in writing. They, like us, have great hope for the future and have identified a church 
related recipient as their legacy.

Pastor Kathy’s recent message of her vision for Messiah resonated with me, namely Christian 
teaching for children to age 18 plus training seminary students, interns, who will carry the 
Gospel far and wide. We can help assure the future of the church as we name Messiah in our 
wills. Legacy giving is painless but will be effective in accomplishing more for the future of our 
church than any document we possess.

We have some control of our family, finances and future. We are on our way to being stewards, 
every day, every way.
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I will give thanks to
the Lord with my

whole heart. - Ps 9:1
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